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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


You^Night  m  set  July  23  in  Jackson 


HED  Since  1877 


Editor 


The  2004  edition  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  —  the  lai^gest  annud  gadiering 
of  Mississippi  Baptists  anywhere  in  the 
state  —  win  IdA'  off  at  6:30  p.m.  on  July  23 
in  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson, 
according  to  the  chairman  of  tt\e  planning 
committee. 

"Admission  is  ftee  but  as  usual,  we're 
expecting  an  overflow  crowd  so  we're 
encoiuagmg  chimdies  to  get  their  young 
folks  into  the  Coliseum  as  early  as  possible  u 
they  want  good  seats  —  or  seats  at  aU,"  said 
Don  Lum,  the  planning  committee  chair¬ 
man  whose  main  job  is  serving  as  a  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


for  two  hours  of  bowling  (shoes  includ¬ 
ed)  during  regular  hours  of  10  a.m.-l 
a.m.  on  July  23-24.  An  after-hoiu«  lock- 
in  rate  is  also  available. 

Reservations  can  be  made  or  more  infor¬ 
mation  obtained  by  calling  (601)  372-7700. 
Paradise  Lanes  is  a  smoke-cree  and  alco¬ 
hol-free  facility. 

•  Rapids  Vtwer  Park  on  the  Row  Barnett 

Reservoir  out- 
side  Jadcson  will 
hold  Baptist 
Youth  Day  bom 
(un.-8  pan.  on 

■^MMH^^E^^Hjuly  24.  Attrac- 

include 
M  i  8  s  i  s  s  i  p  p  i '  s 
biggest  wave 


deranged  gunman  •  The  Baptist 
entered  die  church  arvi  Healthplex  on 
fired  more  than  100  the  campus  of 
rounds  from  various  Mississippi 
firearms  into  the  crowd  College  m 
of  400  your^  wmship-  Clinton  will 
pers  and  meir  adiilt  open  its  doors  tb 
leaders.  A  total  of  seven  Youth  Night 
were  killed  and  participants 
14  people  were  ir^ured  horn  p.m.-l 
gunman  a.m.  on  July  23 
toc^  his  own  1%  in  the  for  recreational 
balcony  of  the  church's  sanctuary.  activities  includ- 

"Tim  tragedy  of  course  had  a  tremen-  ing  a  32-foot 
dous  impact  on  the  church,  and  it  has  climbing  wall,  Meredioi 

reinforced  Meredith  sees  God  in  two  indoor  heated  pools,  whirlpools, 

the  mid^  of  diffic^t  and  painful  times.  I  steam  rooms,  and  dry  saunas,  along  widi 

attend  Youth  basketball  racquetball,  squash,  and  vol- 
Night  will  be  blessed  by  Ch.  Meredith's  leyball  courts. 
w<^s,  Lunmaid.  Cost  is  $10  per  per 

Feedback  from  people  who  saw  Jake  must  be  made  l^Jidyl 
G^^ge's  performance  at  last  year's  event  7900.  Partidpatiai  is  lir 

1m  the  2004  planning  commit^  to  invite  early  reservations  are  _ _ 

hto  back  for  a  secmid  time,  Lum  said,  site:  htto://www.mbmcoig/med_8erv/ 
'T^  was  a  wonderful  response  last  year  weIlnew/headtlmlexhbn#dintDn. 
to  J^  s  8|^t.  He  1^  m  to  the  throne  of  •  Paradise  Lanes  at  820  Cooper  Road 
to  such  a  meardngful  way;  it  was  the  in  Jackson  wUl  offer  a  speciaV  church 
nght  Bung  to  mvite  him  back  ttiis  year"  promoHon  group  rate  of  $9  per  person 


itedtoli 


Guest 

Opinion 


Isin^e  person  last  year.  Almou^  M  ' 

weVe  seen  tremenaons  strides  in  f  r 

overseas  baptisms,  we  are  not  keep-  f  _ 

ing  up  widi  die  population  growth  at  1 _ 

home  or  aroima  me  world.  .^^—i 

I  fear  there  is  a  lack  of  urgency 

in  our  churches  to  baptize.  I've  1  ,  , 

heard  from  a  number  of  people  Perhaps  the  main  reason  for  the  d^lme 
across  our  denomination  that  pro-  in  baptisms  is  that  our  denomination  is 
fessions  of  faith  are  good  enough,  simply  failing  to  reach  people  for  Christ. 
They  are  not  teaching  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  publicly  identifying  with  Jesus 
through  baptism  —  and  they're  ignoring 
His  comriumd  to  baptize  His  followers. 

As  part  of  our  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  presentation  to  the  conven¬ 
tion,  we  included  "man  on  the  street" 
interviews  and  asked 
to  such  questions  as,  ‘ 
you  believe  that  the  Bible  is  accurate?" 
and  "Where  do  you  go  when  you  die?" 

Some  of  the  answers  were  a  bit  humor¬ 
ous  like  the  gentleman  who  replied  that 
"strong  alcohol"  was  a  sin. 

Beyond  the  humor,  however,  the 
answers  revealed  a  demographically 
diverse  sampling  of  how  spiritually  lost 
people  are.  They  see  the  Bible  as  a  book 
of  ''fairy  tales''  and  "folklore"  handed 
down  from  previous  generations.  They 
are  clueless  tnat  they  are  on  the  fast  track 
to  eternal  separation  from  God. 

Who's  go^  to  share  the  hope  of  Jesus 
with  them?  Tnese  people  and  the  mil¬ 


lions  like  them  are  our  responsibility,  question,  or  the  50-something  leaders  will 
“  ■  ''*"■>  be  turning  out  tlie  denominational  lights 

is  when  their  ministries  draw  to  a  close, 
t.  The  struggle  over  the  last  25  years  with- 
k  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  for 
1-  scriptural  fidelity  —  and  we  won.  Let's  do 
something  with  the  victory.  Unfortunately 
p  there  is  a  mindset  that  the  yoimger  minis- 
«  ters  weren't  there  during  tne  struggle,  so 
have  failed  the  younger  generation  by  they  don't  have  a  part  in  the  conirentration 
not  creatinjg  a  dynamic  atmosphere  and  of  power  tluit  has  emerged.  I  think  many 
pie  to  respond  showing  them  the  relevancy  of  being  associate  being  yoimg  with  theological  lib- 
lat  is  sin?'^"Do  Southern  Baptist.  We've  not  taujght  peo-  eralism.  That's  simply  not  true.  All 
pie  in  our  churches  how  the  SBC  and  its  yoimger  ministers  are  asking  for  is  a  voice 
entities  work  and  relate  to  one  another.  to  hem  determine  the  future  direction  of 
We  battle  today  over  trivial  issues  like  the  STC.  They  love  our  heritage  and  want 
forms  of  worship,  styles  of  leadership,  and  the  responsibility  of  being  its  caretaker, 
approaches  to  ministry.  These  younger  We  Mve  a  choice:  semshly  hoard  the 
folks  may  not  do  it  the  way  you  or  I  do  it,  power  and  see  our  denominabon  die  with- 
but  who  said  our  way  is  the  only  way?  m  the  next  20  years,  or  transfer  leadership, 
Yoimger  leaders  are  asking,  ’'Is  mere  a  theolt^,  and  passion  to  future  generations, 
place  for  me  at  the  table  in  the  SBC?"  That  Is  me  Soumem  Baptist  Convention  the 
question  hits  me  ri^t  in  the  gut.  How  do  frog  in  die  kettle?  lime  will  tell  -  but  if  we 
we  answer  them?  There  needs  to  be  a  cook,  we  have  no  one  to  blame  but  ourselves. 

greater  connection  between  them  and  those  •; - - ; - 

of  us  in  positions  of  leadership  —  from  the  Draper  is  nresident  of  LifeWay  Christian 
assodational  level  to  die  state  conventions  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  on  to  the  SBC.  We'd  better  address  die  based  in  Nashxnlle. 

Draper  commentary  stirs  reactions  from  leaders 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  prime  examples  of  the  lack  of  B.  Cvlisle  Driggers,  execu-  phas^  of  our  work  and  min- 
local  reports)  —  ^thin  12  denominational  loyalty  which  tive  director  of  the  South  istry  increase  dramatically  and 
hours  of  posting  die  commen-  is  more  and  more  prevalent  in  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  consistently.  I  appreciate  so 
tary  published  in  the  space  our  culture.  They  are  looking  and  co-chairman  of  the  SBC's  much  what  Dr.  Draper  has 
abovi^  LifeWay  Christian  for  a  church  that  is  biblical,  rele-  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth  written  and  I  hope  our  people 
Resources  President  Jimmy  vant  and  life-changing....  I  Task  Force,  said  Draper  "has  will  take  it  to  heart.  We  mt^d 
Draper  had  received  more  than  strongly  disagree  with  the  pxilit-  earned  the  right  as  a  Baptist  to  do  so  in  South  Carolina." 

100  e-mail  responses,  the  ical  nature  o^U  diat  is  the  SBC.  leader  to  make  the  observahons  J.  Robert  White,  executive 
majority  from  younger  pastors.  I  just  don't  have  time  for  it  he  does  in  the  article.  He  is  so  director  of  the  Georgia  Bwtist 

are  committed  to  die  There  is  too  much  to  be  done....  respected  and  appreciated  by  Convention  who  no^,  "Some 

Bible,  evangelism  and  missicHis  I  think  we  have  lost  our  focus!"  Southern  Baptiste  all  over  the  of  our  brightest  minds  and 
but  we  see  most  of  die  conven-  '1  am  thankful  that  you  have  country.  His  comments  are  can-  most  committed  leadership  in 
don  as  out  erf  tou^  and  irrele-  addressed  the  problem  of  where  did  and  very  much  to  the  point  the  Southern  Baptist 
vant,"  one  sudi  pastor  wrote,  the  convention  is  headed,"  about  the  current  situation  Convention  are  to  be  found 
before  also  noting,  1  believe  another  wrote.  "...  [TJhere  is  a  within  the  entire  Southern  among  our  younger  leader- 
th^  is  a  movement  underway  pr^lem  and  it  isn’t  simple,  as  Baptist  Convention.  ship.  Ihave  been  impressed  by 

anumg  young  pastors  in  the  con-  far  as  I  know  it  isn't 'coordinat-  ''We  are  at  a  time  when  we  their  zeal  and  uninhibited 

ventioi  to  bimd  the  Kingdom  ed,"'  he  obsoved  before  noting:  are  losing  ground  in  reaching  devotion  to  preaching  and 
dir^^  die  local  church."  "and  it  isn't  a  huge  topic  among  people  for  Christ,  baptizing  sharing  the  Gospel  to  whomev- 

Another  younger  pastor,  most  of  die  people  diat  I  know,  new  believers  into  our  church-  er,  wherever,  and  whenever 
who  recounted  dial  he  holds  a  The  pastor  adaed  diat  furdier  es  and  incorporating  younger  God  leads.  [The  SBC  at  present 
leadership  position  in  his  discussion  is  needed  along  widi  pastors  and  church  members  is]  so  blessed  with  capable 
state  cemventim  as  well  as  one  the  develiroment  of  a  strategy  to  into  the  work  of  our  denomina-  leadership  that  we  could  over¬ 
in  his  lo^  association,  never-  address  SBC  baptisms  and  tion,"  Driggers  said.  "I  believe  look  a  generation  waiting  in 
dieless  stated,  "I  have  grown  to  involvement  of  young  leaders.  most  de^y  that  if  Southern  the  wings,  a  generation  of  lead- 
view  the  denomination  as  State  convention  leaders,  Baptiste  could  gain  a  true  ers  who  may  weary  of  waiting 
largely  irrelevant.  Most  of  my  asked  for  their  observations  by  Kingdom  perspective  as  envi-  and  express  their  leadership  in 
m^TCrs  did  not  grow  up  Baptist  Press,  affirmed  sioned  by  Jesus  in  the  New  ways  outside  traditional 
S^diem  Baptist.  Iney  are  Draper's  Initiative.  Testament,  we  would  see  all  Southern  Baptist  means." 


Jimmy 

Draper 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 


EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATE 
Anne  Ranson 


LAYOUT/DESICN 
Lennie.N.  Young 


ADVERTISING 
Dana  Richardson 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Baptfet  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crysul  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  Hie  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
nenrs,  communication,  and  address 
diai^  toHic  EdHor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  96B-3B00 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecordRmbcb.org 


VOLUME  128  NUMBER  28 
(ISSN.0005-5778) 

Publlshod  wsskly  except  iveeks  o(  July  4 
and  Christmas  by  the  MMsaippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  515  MMsaippi  Street, 
Jackson,  MS  39201.  Subscription  $9.35  per 
year  payable  In  advance.  Economy  plans 
available  for  cooperating  MMsaippi 
churches.  Pniodicals  postage  paid  at 
Jackson,  MS.  Member,  Aaaociation  of  Stale 
BaptM  fbpera.  Oeadlinat:  News  hems  — 
one  calendar  week  prior  lo  requested  pub¬ 
lication  dale.  AdvMdsing  —  two  calendar 
weeks  prior  to  requMtod  publication  dale. 


K  H  A  RTO  U  M  ,in| 
Sudan  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Southern 
Baptist  relief  funds  are 
helping  hungry  and 
thirsty  refugees  in  ^e  mi 
midst  of  what  the 
United  Nations  is  call- 
ing  the  worst  humani-^HK. 
tarian  crisis  in  the 

More  than  one  mil- 
lion  people  are  homeless  |  | 
and  as  many  as  30,000  ^ . 

dead  in  western  Sudan's  ^ 
Darfur  province  as  Arab  \ 

militias  drive  black 
Africans  from  tf\eir  land. 

Arab  "Janiaweed"  mili¬ 
tias  have  Dumed  tt\ou- 
sands  of  homes  and 
used  systematic  rape  to  , 

terrorize  black  African 
villa^rs  into  leaving  the 
cirea.  Tl\e  Sudanese  nnili-  s- 
tary  has  provided  air 
cover  and  other  support 
for  the  militias. 

Radical  Islamists 
from  the  Muslim 
north  of  the  country 
have  for  many  years 
sought  to  exterminate 
Sudanese  Christians  rpci/ 

in  the  southern  por- 
tion  of  the  country. 
Verified  reports  of 
genocide,  systematic 
rape,  crop  destruc- 
tion,  aid  diversion, 
and  enslavement  of  P"*" 

Christians  have  been - 

circulating  in  the  western 
world  for  at  least  a  decade. 

As  with  the  current  situation 
in  Darfur,  the  Sudanese  gov¬ 
ernment  has  consistently 
turned  a  blind  eye  to  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  innocent  civilians,  and 
even  given  open  military  sup¬ 
port  to  the  Arab  militias  com¬ 
mitting  the  atrocities. 

The  situation  has  grown  so 
dire  that  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
Colin  Powell  and  United 


BAPTISTS 
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Queotoning  Islam  their  cries,  whether  in  dreams 
While  Sudan  has  and  visions  or  in  physical 
been  notorious  for  a 
two-decade  civil  war  ^ 

between  Muslims  in 
the  north  and 

Christians  and  animists  ^  ^ 

in  the  south,  this  con- 
flict  involves  Muslim- 
on-Muslim  oppression, 
the  humanitarian 

worker  said.  relief.  Pray  that  they  will  con¬ 

tinue  to  question  and  seek 
truth  in  their  hearts.  Pray  that 
laye  been  they  will  be  faced  with  their 
■  own  sin  and  their  need  for  for¬ 
giveness  in  Christ.  Pray  that 
believers  will  have  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  share  spiritual  relief,  as 
nei-  well  as  physical." 

;rbup  has  seen  more  than  a  •  "Pray  for  Christians  living 
part  of  the  country  because  in  southern  Sudan  who  have 
"mited  by  the  govern-  experienced  hard  things  at  the 
he  milibas.  hands  of  northern  Muslims.  It 

shocked  them  that,  as  is  very  easy  for  them  to  be  apa- 
hey  are  under  tfireat  thetic  toward  the  plight  of  the 
Muslims.  Now  dK>se  refugees.  If  Muslims  who  are 
fled  are  saying,  'I  can’t  experiencing  theft  and  death  at 
nore.  Wlw  ^ould  I  the  hands  of  their  Muslim 
luslim?  Muslims  only  neighbors  experience  grace 
Family  and  t^  my  and  mercy  in  the  form  of  food, 
r  foundation  in  Islam  shelter  and  compassion  from 
ig  to  be  shakea  Tl^  Christians,  it  could  be  very 
ing  to  really  question  powerful.  Pray  for  Southerners 
ic  faith."  to  be  forgiving  after  experienc¬ 

ing  so  much  hurt." 

Call  to  prayer  - -: - 

While  financial  contributions  Contributions  for  hunger  and 
are  needed  for  the  relief  effort,  rie/jrf  ministries  in  Su^  mm  be 
Southern  Baptists  with  a  heart  for  sent  to:  Sudan  —  General  felirf, 
Darfur  ask  for  concerted  prayer  International  Mission  Board,  P.O. 
on  a  number  of  fronts:  Box  6767,  Ridtmond,  VA  23230. 
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war  and  religious  conflicts  to  live  in  refugee  i-.  ™ 

long  the  border  with  Chad.  In  Sudan's  ^ 

trovince,  marauding  Arab  militias  are  j  u  .u 

g  to  drive  black  Africans  from  their  land,  “^shoyw,  but  other 
I  by  Eskinder  Debebe/United  Nations) 

say  the  destruction  is  not 

so  complete,"  the  worker 

Nations  Secreta^-General  Kofi  told  Baptist  Press.  "Of  course, 
Annan  both  visited  Sudan  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  week  in  early  July. 

They  pressured  the  govern-  access  is 
ment  to  stop  the  genocide  and  ment  anc 
prevent  starvation  and  disease  'It  has 
on  a  massive  scale.  Muslims, 

Food  and  water  are  scarce,  from  oth 
and  the  recent  onset  of  the  whohav 
rainy  season  could  unleash  a  pray  an' 
malaria  epidemic  in  crowded  remain  a 
refugee  camps,  a  humanitari-  hurt  my 
an  worker  told  Baptist  Press.  land.'  In 


WCC  enjoys 
summer  roll 
expansion 

Summer  enrollment  is  up  by 
209  students  at  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  in  comparison 
with  a  year  ago,  for  a  total  of 
2,153  students.  Of  that  num¬ 
ber,  1 036  students  are  enrolled 
in  graduate  classes  on  WCC 
campuses  in  Hattiesburg, 
Gulfix>rt,  and  New  Orleans. 

me  education  department  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  has  the 
largest  number  of  enrolled  stu¬ 
dents  witfi  598  undergraduates 
and  graduates.  The  Fail  Sdxx)l  of 
Nursing  saw  an  increase  in  sum¬ 
mer  enrollmern  from  83  in  2003 
to  119  in  2004.  Enrollment  is 
also  up  for  the  summer  In  the 
school  of  business  and  the  psy¬ 
chology  department. 

Remaining  orientation  and 
registration  dates  for  the  fall 
trimester  for  freshmen  and 
transfer  students  are  July  26 
and  August  13.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  WCC  admissions 
at  (601)  318-6103  or  toU-free 
(800)  962-5991,  ext.  103. 
Website:  www.wmcarey.edu. 


Coverage  planned  . 

PORT  WCWTH,  "EeDcas  (BP)  —  Coverage  of  the  Republican  «nd 
Demoomik  conventions  later  this  summeuiill  oe  abed  on 
FamilyNet  the  broadcast  subsidiary  of  tiie  Southern  Baptist 
Nortii  Amedcot  Misaian  Board.  FamilyNet's  Dedakn  2004 
Boston  during  the  July  27-29  Democratic  convention  will  ba^dred 
live  from  8-9  p.m.  Central  time  as  win  Dcdston  2004 —New  York 
in  tiw  same  tune  slot  during  the  Aug.  31-Sepi  2  Republican  oon- 
ventkm.  The  ni^ttiy  programs  wiU  mdude^e  reports  ftoA  the 
conventkm  and  uvstiM^  features  afidpaiwi  segmanto  moderated 
by  news  andtor  John  CriswdB,  featuring  sudt  oMaslB  m  Richard 


their  Isl 


Umd,  president  of  the  SoutiwsA  Baptist  ^ticB  JcRfigtoa^Liberty 
Coonmiasion  atvl  host  of  tile  weekw  Richard  Lovil^etsyndica^ 
ed  radio  broadcast;  Janet  Paiahalt  tite  host  of  Janet  FkrahaU's 
America,  a  three  hour  nationally  syndkatad  radio  progmn^  Peter 
Rousad,  glacial  assistant  and  dmuty  press  seoetary  to  Diaiflmt 
Reto^  men  1961'87;  and  Hu^  fWHt  a  Los  Angdaobased 
poUtical  commentator  and  host  of  the  syrehcated  Hugh  Hewitt 
Show  radio  program.  FamilyNet  Preddeftt  Bob  Sutton  tjgid 
coverage  wiB  ledc  to  "filter  tiuough  thsihe|^ftb7^iottai^cei 
substantial  issues  that  are  relevartt  to  tfk  nvia.oi4h0^liiHfiitoL 
sent"  while  Vice  President  of 


Mississippi  becomes  tiie  first  battleground  in  a  national  war  over  stu- 
dent-initiat^  schcxil  prayer  when  opponents  tile  suit  in  federal  court  in 
Jackson  seeking  to  strike  down  foe  state's  new  law  approving  such  prayers. 


First  Church,  Greenville,  celebrates  the  50th  anniversary  of  its 
Chinese  mission  with  a  display  of  historical  memorablia  and  an  after¬ 
noon  service  conducted  in  the  Chinese  language  by  Peter  Chen  of  the* 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Home  Mission  ^ard. 


Gillsburs  Church,  Osyka,  wins  first  place  in  the  state  in  the  Church 
Progress  Chart  program  in  1954.  The  recognition  came  because  of 
progress  in  every  phase  of  church  life.  The  award  was  $50  worth  of 
books  for  their  church  library. 


The  BAPnsT  Rbcord 


always  right  on  target  and  this 

trutti  can  be  seen  almost  before  you  r  -  r  i  j 

get  to  work  each  day  and  maybe  /*«  executive  director-tie 

can  even  be  experienced  in  your  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

own  life  soon  after  starting  the  day. 

We  usually  notice  pride  and  me  — 

fall  that  comes  in  its  most  beautiful,  vivid,  at  their  own  self  revelation  to  think  ttiat 
neon  light  kind  of  colors  in  somebody  else  did  not  need  to  listen  to  Gofd  or  pay  attention 
and  especially  in  some  high  profile,  big  name,  to  His  Word.  In  fact,  pride  work  its  terri- 
boastful  kina  of  person.  Thai  whai  the  fall  ble  destructive  powers  in  everyone  —  in 
comes  we  quote  ttie  verse.  Pride  rides  along  Abraham,  Moses,  David,  and  Simon  Peter,  in 
in  all  of  our  hearts  and  tiie  fall  whefiier  seen  presidents,  kings,  atiiletes,  and  starlets,  and  in 
by  anyoiie  else  or  not  takes  place.  you  and  me.  Pride  has  accomplished  its  task 

On  a  beautiful  Sunday  summer  morning,  I  once  we  begin  to  feel  elevated  above  others  in 
was  leaving  early  to  prrach  at  om  of  our  our  understanding  of  ourselves  and  especial- 
churches.  I  was  not  to  nom  home  when  I  saw  ly  in  our  desensitized  relationship  witn  God. 
a  cyclist  as  he  started  aroimd  a  curve  dressed  We  are  in  for  a  fall. 

in  nis  full  biking  re^dia  of  bii^t  colors  aiKi  a  Through  itumy  years  of  preaching  two  ser- 

sharp  helmet  It  was  not  raining  but  there  was  vices  on  Sunday  morning,  I  consistently 
some  nKiisture  on  the  pavement  As  he  round-  watched  as  folks  who  would  be  singing 
ed  ti\e  comer  the  Wke  went  out  from  under  would  mess  up  in  the  second  service.  At  the 
him  and  he  and  the  bkyde  went  sliding  along  same  time  they  would  consistently  do  a  great 
on  the  street  I  drove  over  to  where  he  was  to  job  in  tfie  first  service.  TT^  would  remember 
see  if  he  was  okay.  Before  I  could  even  get  the  words,  hit  all  foe  njmt  notes,  and  bless 
there  he  was  back  up  wifo  bicycle  in  hand  everybody  immensely.  Then,  in  foe  second  go 
brushing  himself  off  and  straddling  foe  seat  to  around  it  w£is  almost  as  thou^  they  thought 
give  it  anodier  try.  I  rolled  my  window  down  "1  have  got  this  down  pat  I  don't  even  have 
and  said,  "Is  everything  okay?"  He  said,  to  think  about  it.  I  did  gcxxl  foe  first  service 
"Yeah,  I'm  fine.  I  just  hurt  my  pride."  I  said,  «md  I  know  I  will  do  good  this  time."  Not  on 
"I  understand.  I  nave  bear  there  plenty  of  every  occasion  but  enough  times  where  I 
times."  He  waved  and  rode  off.  I  drove  off  womd  catch  myself  watching  for  it  they 
putting  my  window  back  up.  would  mess  up,  forget  the  woius,  miss  a  cue. 

Who  among  us  has  not  been  in  some  place  or  forget  foe  song  ^  together  in  the  second 
or  position  foinking  we  had  it  all  together  service.  It  is  not  mat  they  wanted  to  mess  up 
c^y  to  blow  it  Wifo  the  srum  of  a  finger,  we  and  it  is  not  that  they  were  bad  people.  It  is 
felt  like  Humpty  EXimpty.  What  is  it  about  just  that  pride  has  a  way  of  reaching  down 
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Clue:  N^W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  fames 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark  12:40 


"We  have  a  strong  BSU  for  summer  missions.  In 
director  base,"  McCracken  January,  we  conduct  inter- 
said.  "There’s  a  commitment  views,  and  they  are  commis- 
to  cover  all  the  campuses  in  sioned  in  April, 
the  state  and  invest  in  the  While  the  summer  mission- 
future.  We  want  to  invest  not  ries  leave  Mississfopi  with 

only  in  the  missions  area,  but  clear  directions  and  ministry 

in  leadership  development."  assignments,  they  can't  be 
Mississippi  BSUs  are  joint-  rigid.  "They  have  to  be  flexi- 

ly  funded  oy  the  Mississippi  ble,"  McCracken  stated.  "A  stu- 

Baptist  Convention  Board  dent  needs  to  understand  that 

through  the  Cooperative  this  opportunity  is  a  great  one 

Program,  and  local  associa-  if  they  sense  they’re  called." 

tions  and  churches  surround-  With  volatile  events  taking 
ing  the  individual  BSUs.  place  in  many  areas  of  the  world. 

While  the  ministry  of  sum-  many  people  nught  think  all  foe 

mer  missions  is  a  seasonal  violoi^  would  nave  a  negative 

event,  work  continues  year  effect  on  prospective  suriuner 

round.  "It  actually  begins  missionaries.  "World  conditions 

when  the  students  come  back  don't  seem  to  have  any  impact 

from  the  summer  before,”  on  overseas  assignments," 

i  Baptist  said  McCracken.  McCracken  said.  "The  trust  of 

Collegiate  "The  returning  students  the  local  churches  sending  kids 
share  testimonies  and  photos  has  uiuleigirded  all  we  do.  ’ 

Its  have  a  at  the  fall  conference.  That  - 

ppi  way,  freshmen  students  hear  For  more  information  on  BSU 
ie  a  of  their  experiences  right  pro^ams  in  Mississippi,  contact 

witiiess  oh  the  dimpuses;  away.  Summer  missioits  are  McCracken  at  P.O.  Box  530, 

_ _ _  places  for  spiritual  nurture  and  promoted  all  during  the  fall  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

dents  reached  vdfo  foe  Gospel  growfo,  and  foe  development  on  the  campuses.  There  is  a  lot  Telephone:  (601)  292-3302  or 

thiou^  BSU  members.  of  future  Bi^rtist  leaders;  and  of  local  emphasis  in  October,  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 

InS03,MisnssfopiBSUsum-  encouragement  for  mi^  mis-  and  by  Thanksjgiving  students  748-1651,  ext.  302.  E-mail: 

mer  missions  resmted  in  3,131  sions  involvement.  begin  the  appucation  process  wmccracken9mbcb.org. 


By  Tony  Martin  reported  conversions  out  of 

Associate  Editor  3,^  total  decisions.  During  the 

past  10  years,  Mississippi  »U 

While  Mississippi  often  nas  sent  1,181  sumiiwr  mission- 
struggles  in  secular  national  aries  —  53%  more  than  foe  pre- 
surveys,  the  state's  Baptists  vious  10-year  period.  During  the 
shine  in  many  of  foe  areas  that  57  year  History  of  sending  sum- 
really  coimt.  A  prime  example  mer  missicmaries,  BSU  programs 
—  in  a  recent  per  capita  study,  have  sent  2,690  mtoionaries 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  around  ffie  world,  raising  a  total 
Union  (BSU)  program  led  foe  of  $2,780328  to  support  mem. 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  What  accounts  for  this  suc- 
(SBC)in  many  key  indicators;  cess?  "Mississippi  BSU  has  had 

•  The  number  of  BSU  sum-  a  long  tradition  for  strong  nus- 

mer  missionaries  commis-  sion  support.  The  churches  are 
sioned  each  year.  committra  to  what  we  do  as 

•  The  amoimt  of  money  Mississippi  Baptists.  Students 
raised  to  send  tiiose  summer  have  heard  a  lot  about  our  mis- 
missioiuuies  (who  along  wifo  sion  woili  before  even  get 
their  local  BSUs  are  responsible  to  campus,"  said  Weaver 
for  raising  tiie  funds  to  go).  McCracken,  associate  director 

•  The  dollars  given  to  all  of  the  Mississippi 
missions  causes  through  BSUs.  Convention  Boaras  ( 

•  The  number  of  students  Ministry  E)epartment. 
involved  in  BSU  programs  on  Misnssif^  Baptis 
the  campuses  of  Mississ^pi's  BSU  presence  on  32  Mississii 
community  colleges,  four-year  campuses,  lihe  BSUs  provid 
colle^,  and  universities. 

•  The  total  number  of  stu- 
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Church 


Itawamba  church  seeking  community  impact 


By  Chris  Burrows 

Correspondent _ 

The  challenge  is  clearly  and  easily  seen. 
Calvaiy  Church  —  the  newest  church 
plant  m  Itawamba  County  —  sits  on  a 
scenic  blutf  just  a  handful  of  stone  throws 
from  the  Termessee-Tombigbee  Waterway. 

Inside  the  10,000-square  feet  facility 
are  the  signs  of  promise.  Rolls  of  insula¬ 
tion  are  lying  over  by  a  ladder. 
Temporary  walw  are  stacked  close  to  the 
metal  frames  that  will  provide  educa¬ 
tional  space.  Concrete  floors  are  swept 
clean,  ready  for  the  day  when  carpet  and 
flooring  will  be  in  place. 

Out»de  the  facility  are  also  signs  of 
promise.  There  is  no  Southern  Baptist 
church  for  eight  miles  due  north  and  five 
miles  to  the  northeast.  The  church  is 
adjacent  to  two  of  Itawamba  County's 
most  famous  landmarks:  Itawampa 
Commun^  College  and  the  Jamie 
Whitten  Center,  wnich  overlooks  the 
Tonn.Tnm  Watprwav  and  is  named  for 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
have  provided  $12,000  through  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  to 
Calvary  Cmuith  in  an  effort  to  speed  the 
process  of  the  church  buildmg  and 
growth.  Kennedy,  alor^  with  co-chair- 

Gersons  Diamond  Mng  and  Gail 
^nmhers,  helped  generate  the  action. 
CfaJvary  Church  began  in  May  200,? 
with  a  core  group  of  35  members.  In  two 
years,  the  cnuxcn  has  secured  prime  real 
estate,  grown  to  90  members,  and  has  a 
budget  of  $70,000.  The  church  has  stable 
leadership,  along  with  an  enthusiastic 
and  friendly  spirit. 

Howard  Curbow,  Itawamba  Associa- 
tional  Missions  Director,  has  overseen 
two  church  plants  during  his  tenure  and 
believes  Calvary  Church  nas  huge  poten¬ 
tial.  "They've  got  a  great  location,  good 
people  that  want  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Ixjrd,  and  a  base  facility  is  in  place." 

Combined  with  me  demo«aphic 
opportunities,  the  members  of  Calvary 
Cnurch  find  themselves  in  position  to 


this  gift  will  help  us  complete  our  building 
goals  by  six  to  nine  monms,  minimum." 

Umphers,  whose  background  was  not 
Southern  Baptist,  has  been  impressed  by 
the  work  ot  her  chosen  denomination. 
"We've  had  encouragement  and  support 
throughout  this  process.  I  can  honestly 
say  to  anyone  that  I'm  grateful  for  our 
denomination. 

"I'm  not  only  thankful  for  the  finan¬ 
cial  gift  but  I'm  thankful  for  the  prayers 
of  Mississippi  Baptists  and  Southern 
Baptists  everywhere.  Please  make  sure 
th^  know  that." 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Church  Planting  Department  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3361  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  361.£-mail: 
edeuschleOmbcb.org.  ' 

Burrows  is  Baptist  Student  Union 
Director  at  Itawamba  Community  College  in 
Fulton. 


sippi  Baptists,  through  the  ing  to  K«medy.  ^’Not  only  will  it  help  us 
Planting  Department  of  the  financially,  but  from  a  time  standpoint. 
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State  park  enjoys  unique  worship;  service 


By  Chris  Burrows 

Correspondent 


The  view  from  the  back 
pew  is  impressive.  Pine  trees 
are  gently  swaying  in  the 
breeze.  If  you  listen  closely, 
you  can  hear  fish  popping  the 
lake's  surface  while  preacher 
Charles  Wooten  tells  the  con¬ 
gregation,  "The  grace  of  Jesus 
IS  sufficient  to  meet  any  need 
you  might  have." 

It's  a  typical  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worsnip  service.  That  is, 
it's  a  typical  Sunday  morning 
worship  service  in  the 
Tishommgo  State  Park  near 
Tishomingo. 

A  congregation  of  eight  — 
on  some  Sundays  as  many  as 
50  and  some  Sundays  as  few 
as  two  —  has  gathered  at  the 
Bobby  Cobb  Pavilion.  On  this 
Sunday,  the  worshipers 
include  mostly  Southern 
Baptists  from  Wisconsin, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi. 

Wooten  leads  the  opening 
prayer,  preaches  from  2  Kings 
about  the  cleansing  of  Naaman, 
<md  offers  an  invitation  for  sal¬ 
vation  and  service  before  clos¬ 
ing  with  the  benediction. 

^'It's  typical  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  service,  except  for  the 
church  building,"  said 
Wooten,  staying  around  to 
spend  time  with  the  attendees 
before  attending  his  own  tra¬ 
ditional  services  at 
Tishomingo  Church.  "We'll 
get  people  to  come  here  that 
have  told  me  they've  never 
been  to  any  church  before." 

The  Pavilion,  which  was 
provided  by  a  $2,000  gift  from 
Mississippi  Baptists  through 
the  Margaret  Lackey  State 


OPEN  AIR  WORSHIP  —  Bobby  Wooten  preaches  at  a  recent  worship  service  under  the  Bobby  Cobb 
Pavilion  at  Tishomingo  State  ftirk  near  Tishomingo.  "It's  typical  Sunday  nroming  service,  except  for  the 
church  building,"  said  Wooten.  (BR  photo  by  Chris  Burrows) _ 


Mission  Offering  and  the 
sweat  work  of  Tishomingo 
Association  men,  provides  a 
wonderful  setting  for  wor¬ 
ship.  The  view  of  the  park 
lake  is  beautiful,  the  breeze 
and  shade  are  almost  always 
present  while  the  pavilion  can 
weather  most  any  storm. 

Bobby  Cobb,  the 
Tishomi^o  Associational 
Mission  Lnrector,  Park  Ranger 
Bill  Bracken,  and  Wooten  were 
instrumental  in  making  the 
vision  a  reality.  Tishomingo 
Association  had  a  30-year  his¬ 
tory  of  providing  worship 
opportumties  in  the  park  on  a 
regular  or  semi-regiuar  basis, 
but  a  lack  of  a  permanent  facil¬ 
ity  often  hamj^red  efforts. 


"If  it  was  overcast  or  rainy, 
we  would  have  to  move  to  a 
different  area  of  the  park  and  it 
was  difficult  to  get  visitors  to 
follow  you,"  Cobo  said.  "With 
a  permanent  location  and  this 
pavilion,  it  makes  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  in  reaching  people. 

"We  all  worked  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  to  try  to  make 
this  thing  happen  and  this  is  a 
case  of  what  can  be  done 
when  everybody  cooperates. 
It  could  not  have  been  done 
any  other  way." 

The  pavilion  construction 
should  be  suitable  for  services 
for  the  next  50  years.  A  per¬ 
manent  sign  alone  the  main 
road  circling  the  lake  is  easily 


visible  and  reminds  guests  of 
the  Simday  morning  worship 
opportunity. 

Wooten  added,  "We've  had 
people  from  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  attend  these  services  and 
you  never  know  who  will  be 
touched  by  Jesus.  He's  here 
with  us  every  Simday." 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  Church  Planting 
Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3361  or 
toU-rree  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  361.  E-mail: 
edeuschledmbcb.org. 

Burrows  is  Baptist  Student 
Union  Director  at  Itaioamba 
Community  College  in  Fulton. 


Gaston  Church  Groundbreaking,  Prentiss  Association 


Holly  Qiurch  Mothers,  Corinth 


Hebron  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Jones  County 


Holly  Church  2004  High  School  Gradtutes,  Corinth 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwide.  Ihe  Property  & 
Casualty  Insurance  Program  endorsed  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

PropCTty,  liability,  Workers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 

For  more  information  contact: 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  LLC 

UlilAOnO*  1-800-379-0992 

lIlMWinS  Enuul:  eperrett@jam.rr.com 

Insurance  vvww.perrettinsurance.guideone.com 


Children  from  Bethsalda 
Church,  Philadelphia, 
recently  participated  in 
Church,  Associational,  and 
State  Bible  Drills.  Pictured 
(kneeling)  are  Reagan  Pierce, 
(standing  from  left)  Krissy 
Winstead,  Jenny  White, 

leader,  and  Ellen  James. 

The  youto  of  Holly  Church, 
Corinth,  held  an  Easter  drama¬ 
tization.  Pictured  are  toe  youth 
in  preparation. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
honored  mothers  during  the 
Mother's  Day  Service  recent¬ 
ly.  Pictured  are  Karen 
Morrow,  Lora  Ann  Huff, 
Crystal  Garcia,  Ada  Lee 
Jones,  Annie  Cummings,  and 
Karen  Hodum. 

The  high  school  graduates 
of  Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
were  honored  recently. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Daniel 
Hinton,  Devin  Lee,  Laney 
Hopper,  Raouel  Morgan,  and 
John  Richards. 

Youth  of  Hebron  Church, 
Jones  County,  recently  partic¬ 
ipated  in  Bible  Drills.  Pictured 
(from  left,  front)  are  Kristie 
Reddoch,  Dell  Ainsworth, 
Kent  Graves,  Jennifer 
Ainsworth,  (back)  leaders  Bill 
and  Janice  Reddoch.  All  four 
advanced  to  state  level  and 
received  8Uf>erior  ratings. 


Gaston  Church,  Prentiss 
Association,  held  a  ground¬ 
breaking  June  13  for  their 
new  worship  center.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  btiilding  com¬ 
mittee  members  Ben  S. 
Parman,  Hal  Brumfield,  pas¬ 


tor,  Barry  Cox,  Robin  Griffith, 
Darryl  Hatfield,  Gary 
Johnson,  Danny  Murphy, 
Paul  Goldman,  Betty  Brewer, 
David  Moore,  Joe  Tanner,  and 
Lisa  Holley. 


Bethsalda  Church  Bible  Drill  Participants,  Philadelphia 


Holly  Church  Youth,  Corinth 


CHURCH  PLANTING  CONfERENCE 


lEAVEUq£)ICENTEIf 

Vjor  EVANGELISM  &  CHURCH  HEALTH> 


"EMERGING  ISSUES  IN  CHURCH  PLANTING" 

'  Dr.  Ed  Stetzer 

Manager  of  Strategic  Netwvorka,  Church  Ranting  Group,  NAMB 

"A  VIEW  FROM  THE  FIELDS"^ 

.  Larry  MoCssan,  Pastor/PlanW  of  Northshore  Church,  Slideil,  LA 
In  years,  from  living  room  to  300  in  a  1 7,000  8q.ft  outlet  mall  property 

Shawn  Lovajoy,  Lead  Paator/Plantar  of  Mountain  Lake  Oiurch,  Cumming,  GA 
In  4Vfa  years,  from  1 2  in  a  cafeteria  to  1 ,200  in  five  weekend  services 

David  Ritmaa  Exacutiva  Paator,  Mountain  Lake  Church,  Former  leader  in  NAMB'a 
Church  Renting  Team...  began  aa  a  church  plantar  in  the  mid-BO'a 

I  Whileyou  win  hear  what  ia  working  around  the  nation,  we  have  brought  in  several  speakara 
who  arefrontrowwItnBaaaatohowGodlaplantingKingdorTvauCcaaafulchurcheeina  . . 
growing,  changing  South  that  may  be  Bible  Balt  in  heritaga,  but  no  longer  in  popuiatiori  ' 


SEPTEMBER  1  6-  1  7,200^. 


$25  covers  the  coat  of  the  Conference  and  a  Thursday  evening  seafood  buffet  - 
Lodging  &  other  meals  are  extra.  For  more  information  contact  3 
1 .800.662.8701  /  504.282.4455  ext3320  EMAIL  leaveilcentarOnobta.edu 
'  Located  on  the  campue  of  New  Oriaana  Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 
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Lee  County  Ministiy  Assistants 


Pictured  is  Herbert  Langsttm 
raving  New  Hope  Church, 
Webster  County,  me  deed  to  his 
home  to  be  used  as  a  pastorium. 
Langston  and  his  wife  nad  decid¬ 
ed  to  do  diis  before  she  recently 


The  Hi^>anic  church,  Idesia 
Maiavilloso  Satvado^  Qevdand, 
is  conducting  day  cairps  this  sum¬ 
mer.  One  was  ndd  June  9  with 
seven  diildren  partidpating.  Ihey 
were  treated  to  lui^  wd  ice 


passed  away.  Pictured  are  cream.  They  played  and  watched  a 
Lai^^ston  aiui  Bemette  Fielder,  Bible  story  video. 


pastor,  receiving  the  deed  on 
behalf  of  foe  chvuxfo. 


Twenty  ministry  assistants 
from  nine  Lee  County 


Churches  came  togeth 
er  April  29  a 
Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo,  for  a  fellow¬ 
ship.  Patsy  Sheffield 
was  the  guest  speaker 
and  Marc  Howard, 


Missions  Director, 


served  as  the  waiter. 


Mantee  Church 


Mantee,  recently  held 
VBS.  Pictured  is  the 
kindergarten  group. 


Osyka  Church,  Os^ca,  recent¬ 
ly  hcaxHed  foeir  mission  groups. 
The  RAs  received  foeir  advance¬ 
ment  patch  and  certificate.  Tl^ 
completed  many  mission  action 
projects  foroughout  the  year. 
Pictured  (from  left,  frcmt)  are 
Brennan  Welch,  lyier  Cutrer, 
Chris  Aych,  Nafo^  Hughes, 
(middle)  V>fill  Ladura,  9^wn 
Hugihes,  Chet  VNSlson,  Gill, 


Hamilton  Church  Deacon  Ordiiution,  Benton  County 

and  (back)  Mitchell  Aucoin. 

Suzanne  Cutrer  is  foe  leader  and 
Milton  KUesdi  is  pastor 


Hamilton  Church,  Benton 
County,  ordained  Donnie 
Schuman  to  foe  ministiy  May  25. 
Ken  White,  pastor  of  Beulah 
Churdv  Union  County,  ddivered 
foe  cha^  to  foe  oiuidi  and 
Marvin  Oik,  Duector  of  Nfissions, 
Union  County,  delivered  foe 
diaige  to  foe  ministec  Pictured 
(fiom  left)  are  While,  Schuman, 
Earl  lAfifoanks,  and  Cox. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Iglesia  Maravilloso  Salvador  Camp  Participants,  Cleveland  Langston  and  Fielder;  pastor 


1  K1  I 


Osyka  Church  RAs,  Oskya 
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Mantee  Church  Kindergarten  VBS  Partkipaids,  Mantee 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


ini-bof  tbit  iieett  Mcnl  ftand^^ 


4&I  jk'W’r 
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1 :1 «; 


v<  -  <>. 


LSI  lOK  Mil  RiCOKM 


'  The  Nffisoons  teams  of  Rawls 
Spring  Qiurc^  Hatticsbuig, 
reoenUy  participated  in  The 
Fourdi  of  Juty  Soldier 
Appreciation  Care  Package  Day. 
Earn  diild  wrote  a  letter  to  be 
given  in  a  decorated  brown 
with  personal  travel  items.  CPL 


Bret  J.  Gilmore,  a  graduate  of  TfanPtxidvGlien 
WilKam  Carey  College  and  now^  ^  Ruth  Quirdv  Ruth, 
serving  in  uaq,  headed  diis  McGufBe,  pianist  , 
drive.  His 


goal  is  to 
give  1,000 
soldiers 
serving  in 
die  danger 
zone  a 
brown  bag 
with  items 
from  home 
on  the  July 
4. 

Cockrell  is 
pastor. 

Pictured  are 

boys  parba- 

pating  with  dieir  leaders. 


Moss,  pastor  and  McGuffie 


Girls  Missions  Team  of  Rawb  Springs  Church,  Hattiesburg 


Chris  Mowdy  was  recentiy 
ordained  as  a  deacon  of 
Bethsaida  Church,  Philadelphia. 
I^vid  Hardy  gave  the  chai^  to 
the  church  ana  Billy  James,  pas¬ 
tor,  gave  the  charge  to  Mowdy. 
Pictured  (from  lefO  are  Mowdy, 
Ra>ee  Mowdy,  and  James. 

Bobby  Everette  McGuffie, 
15,  was  ucensed  to  the  ministry 
at  Mt  Moriah  Church,  Bogue 
Qutto,  March  28.  He  is  avail^le 
to  at  youdi  events  and 

revivals.  Pictured  (horn  left)  are 
Darmy  Moss,  pastor,  and 
KfoGuffie.  Also  takii^  part  were 
Talmadge  Smidi,  Director  of 
MLssicxts,  Lincoln  Assodaticm, 


m  a  boys 
vs.  girls 
missions 
offering 
contest,  the 
VBS  atten- 
dtmts  of 
Btlar^  Hill 
Church, 
Florence, 
raised 
$1,056  for 
Tire  Baptist 
Children's 

id  McGuffie 

Accepting 
the  check  from  Minister  of 
Music  Doug  Spires,  was 
Christelle  Thames  from  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 


Coi  1 1  (.1 
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WUliant 
'Hattiesburg  canmus,  will  hold 
Fall  OrientatiOT  July  26  from  8 
ajn.-no(XV.  Nw,  returning,  and 
transfer  students  are  invited. 
Qreck-in  wife  breakfast  begins  at 
8  a.m.  in  Thomas  Fine  Arts 
Building  followed  by  welcome  at 
8:30  a  jn.  in  &nith  Auditorium.  A 
parent  ‘  infOTmation  session 
Mg^  at  9:15  a  m.  in  Ludle 
Pancer  Galleiy.  An  organization 
fair  and  peer-l^d  ^up  sessions 
will  be  from  9:15-10  a.m. 
Students  meet  with  advisors  to 
register  from  ‘10  a.m.-noon. 
Students  interested  in  attending 
should  call  (601)  318^212.  Those 
choosing  to  register  on  the  gener¬ 
al  registration  day  August  13 
shouS^  (601)  318-61(^ 


Chris  and  Renee  Mowdy  and  Billy  pbnii,  pastor 
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Homlcomings  &  Revivals 


Just  lor  the  Record 


Obituary 


Bc^  VMa  VaUey;  Revival 


Concord, 


Pelahatchie: 


In^r^  musk;  Geoige  Smith, 
missions  director,  preaching  for 
more  information,  call  (662)237- 
4145  or  (662)226-7032  * 


:  July  1^21;  Sunday  11  ajn.  and  6  Reyival  July  18-21;  Sunda' 

;pm;M3n.-lAfed.,  7  p.m.;  Truman  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-V 
S^rough,  evangelist;  Laramie  7:30  p.m.;  James  E.  Smith,  First' 

Minga,  worship  leader.  Collms,  evangelist;  I  _ 

_  j  ,  ,  n  .  ,  Beasley,  music;  Billy  McKay,  Pendergrast,  evangelist;  Carl 
T  1  Revival  pastor;  aU  are  welcome.  Morris,  pastor;  all  are  welcome. 

July  25-28;  7  pjn.  nightly;  Don 

Gann,  Jackson,  preaching;  Oak  Grove,  Prentiss: 

Gmger  Grissom  Stevens,  Revival  July  18-21;  Sunda 
Meridian,  music;  Jerry  Bishop,  a.m.  and  5:^  p.m.;  Mon.-V 
pastor;  for  more  information,  call  7  p.m.;  Steven  F.  Echols, 

(601)  679-5586.  NOBTS,  evangelist;  Jintuny 

.  Walley,  Sandlull,  Ellisville, 

Holly  Spnnn,  Foxworth:  music  evangelist;  for  direc-  Elon,  Macon: 

Revival  Jidy  18-23;  Sunday,  11  tions,  caU  (601)  792-4383.  August  8-11;  7  p 

am  and  dinner  (m  tte  ^unds;  Charles  Dampeer, 

More-Fn.,  7p.m.;  Michad  Grenn,  White  Oak,  Smith  County:  Steve  and  Becky  Ca 
N.  Columbia,  Columbia,  speak-  Revival  July  18-23;  Sunday,  11 
er;  Brad  Day,  Agricola,  Lucedale,  a.m.,  lunch  following,  and  1:30 
music  director;  nursery  provid-  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Jinuny 
ed;  for  more  information  call  Porter,  MBCB,  evangelist; 

Kevin  Crozier,  pastor,  at  (601)  Robert  Fennell,  First,  Ellisville, 

736-5795  or  (601)  7369548.  music;  Tim  Ro^rtson,  pastor. 

Siuuise,  Petal:  Homecoming  First,  Satartia:  Homecoming 
and  Revival  August  1-4;  Sunday,  and  Revival  July  1621;  Sunday, 

9  a.m.,  9:55  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  and  din-  11  a.m.,  lunch  will  be  serveu; 
ner  on  the  grounds;  Mon.-V\fed.,  7  Mon.-Wed.,  7p.m.;  Albert  Grey, 
p.m.;  Billy  Smith,  evangelist;  speaker;  Bill  and  Martha 
Daniel  Lee,  music.  Martin,  music;  Bobby  p 

Anderson,  pastor.  w 

New  Salem,  McCall  Creek:  T! 

Revival  July  1621;  10  am.,  11  Yale  Street,  Oeveland:  50tii  "1 
am.,  luiKh  will  follow,  and  6  pm.;  Anniversary  July  18;  11  a.m.  and 
Mon.-VNfed.  7  pm.;  Philip  Hemby,  1:30  p.m.;  Gary  Reichenbach, 
weaker;  Deltcwr  Holland,  music;  Isola,  speaker;  Rick  Forbus,  2f 
Wiley  Reid,  interim  pastor.  music;  BWiny  Still,  pianist;  John  M 


11  Anruversary  and  Revival  July 
fed.,  25-30;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.,  lunch 
will  follow,  and  1:30  p.m.; 
Larry  Mon.-Fri,  7  p.m.;  Edward 


Poplar  Springs,  Hazlehuisfc 
100th  Celebraticm  July  18;  CMd 
Fashion  Dw;  wor^i^,  10  am 
Lone  Star;  Collins:  Revival  July  arvd  2  pm;  The  Hosanna  Quartet, 
11  1623;  Sunday,  10  am.  and  6  pm,;  Magee,  musk;  all  are  welcome; 

fed.,  Mon.-Fri  7  pm;  Nathan  Barber;  for  more  information,  call  Lferbert 
evarrgelist;  Madelyn  Easterling,  Greer;  pastor,  at  (601)  6462002. 
musk;  LC.  Anthony,  pastm:. 

Ebenezer,  Lexington: 
:  Revival  125th  Anniversary  July  25; 

m.  nightly;  worship,  10  a.m.;  dirmer  at 
evangelist;  noon;  afternoon  events,  1 
irver,  musk;  p.m.;  Promised,  music;  Walt 
fend.  Grayson,  speaking;  for  more 

information,  call  (662)  834- 
Carson,  Carson:  100th  2486  or  (662)  472-9534. 

evmgelist;  Aimiversary  September  19;  any 

. . -  former  members  attending  First,  Ovett:  Centermial 

/  Sellers,  Celebration  July  30-August  1; 
>5.  Friday,  7  pm.;  Sat,  cookout  at  5 

p.m.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  9:45  a.m.,  11 
Revival  a.m.,  limch  at  norm,  and  1:30 
,  dinner  P-m.;  Hosanna  Quartet,  music; 
worship  Tommy  Marrgum,  Terry  Booth, 
ces,  1:30  preaching;  all  are  invitea. 
in,  lunch 

m.;  Billy  Mt  Moriah,  Lincoln  Comity: 
worship;  Revival  July  1621;  Sunday,  11 
sic.  a.m.  and  7  pm.;  Mon.-WBd.,  7 

p.m.;  David  Sellers,  Macedonia, 
mty:  July  Brookhaven,  evangelist;  Everette 
rd  7  pm.;  Hedgepetiu  musk;  Darmy  Moss, 
er  will  be  pastor;  for  more  informauon,  call 
•m.;  Joey  (601)833-8858. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  fi^lcmng 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  Mitfht  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  iuid  fieedbm  from  eternal 
death. 

(/  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(7  receive  Chnstasmj 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  chtUbvn  cfGod,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


cet  Byron  E.  Mathis,  Long  an  hcmorary  doctorate.  He  con- 
'94  Beach,  died  June  18,  at  his  ducted  prison  ministries  and 

privately  aided  transients 
Mathis  graduated  from  along  the  Gulf  Coast, 
es  Beaumont  High  School,  Mathis  foimded  Mathis 

9-  William  Carey  College,  and  Publishers,  Inc.  He  published 
?r-  NOBTS.  the  WORD:  The  Bible  from  26 

be  He  served  ay>astor  of  Neely  Translations, 
rri  Church,  Green  County;  Pro^rect  He  served  as  Honorary 

try  Church,  Perry  Coxmty;  SemiiWy  Ch£urman  for  tire  Mississippi 
‘d.  Church,  Serrunary;  and  Calvary  Delegation  of  the  National 
all  Church,  Pascagoula.  Republican  Committee's 

As  a  pastor,  Mathis  led  trips  Business  Advisory  Council. 

■  to  Israel  and  served  as  a  Trustee  Syiyivors  include  his  wife  of 
of  Lift  Bible  College,  Ocean  57  years,  Joyce  Moulder 

Mathis;  son,  Byron  E.  "Buddy" 
Mathis,  Jr.;  siblings,  Mary  Sue 
Powell,  Glerm  Mathis,  Billy 
Ray  Mathis,  and  Sarah  Barber. 

Visitation  was  held  at 
Calvary  Church  wifrr  a  victory 
service  following  June  21.  A 
second  victory  service  was  held 
at  Beavimont  Church, 
Beaumont,  the  same  day. 


will  lead  worship  in  the  ser-  information,  a 
vice  Airbomel-Reaching  for  a  or  (601)  450-782 
Higher  Purpose  August  5  at 
Liberty  Church,  Liberty.  This  Hebron  < 
is  a  free  concert.  A  love  offer-  County,  will  h 
ing  will  be  taken.  23  from  68:30 

garten-grade  f 

Temple  Church,  East  served  nightlj 
Campus,  Hattiesburg  will  hold  Davis  is  me  c 
a  corueienoe.  Beautiful:  An  Event  Davis  is  pastoi 
for  Women,  August  7.  Featuring  For  more  in 
Arijgela  Thomas,  ttiis  event  is  for  (601)  763-3251 
girls  13  and  older,  and  women  of 
all  ages.  Registration  begins  at  9 
a.m.  wifri  me  program  running 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  toda^ 
We  can  help! 

Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  Low 

Rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for: 

Doctor's  office  Prescription  drugs, 

Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health 
conditions  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc...Call  today!  Can 

Medicare  Plans  C, 

&  G...  Low 

Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Available! 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

"'Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!" 


THE  PASTOKAL  SEARCH  COMMITTEE  church  seeks  part-time  ^ 
representing  Montgomery  Baptist  at  minister  of  music 
Church,  Lincoln  County,  Miss.,  does 
hereby  request  resumes  to  fill  the  full¬ 
time  position  of  pastor.  Please  give  edu¬ 
cation  and  previous  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence.  Please  mail  resumes  to  David 
Moak,  chairman,  3584  Mesper  Moak 
Lane  SW,  SummK,  MS  39666  or  email 
cjre®telepak.net.  Call  (601)  276-9209. 

FREDONIA  BAFtttT  CHURCm^Eitid 
25  miles  NW  of  Tupelo,  MIm.,  in  the 
Ingomar  school  district  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  musk/youth  director.  If 
interested,  please  send  resume  by 
August  1  St,  to  1 61 6  CR  86,  New  Albany, 

MS  38652.  Or  fax  to  (662)  534-3436  or 
email  them  to  doctorca>datalane.net. 


music  needed,  part-time.  Sen 
resume  to  search  committee.  Gray 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Encouraged  by  Redemptive 
Usefulness 

Nehemi^  1:2-7, 10-11;  2:4-8, 17-18 
By  Mo  Baker _ 


Why  do  many  cMdroi  have  a 
fasdnaticm  with  trains?  Perhaps 
it  has  something  to  do  widr  tra 
novelty  of  transportation  on 
rails,  tne  large  size  and  diverse 
types  of  train  cars,  or  the  unique 
combination  of  li^ts  and 
souikIs  associated  wim  locomo¬ 
tives.  My  children  all  love  trains, 
and  one  of  dreir  fovorites  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  blue  wooden  train  named 
Thomas  the  tank  engine,  dw  lit¬ 
erary  creation  of  a  Rev.  W. 
Awory  of  England.  Awdry's 
b<x)ks  place  Inomas  among 
many  trains  of  various  sizes, 
shapes,  and  functions,  and  the 
litde  blue  steam  engine  struggles 
for  identity.  His  chief  desire  is  to 
be  seen  as  a  really  useful  engine. 

Thomas's  struggle  for  useful¬ 
ness  is  one  with  which  humans 
cjm  readily  identify. 
Psychologists  tell  us  diat  one  of 


the  main  ingredients 
people  need  to  be  truly  «  . 
nappy  is  to  have  a  use- 
ful  purpose  in  life.  The  prophet 
Nenemiah,  writing  over  400 
years  before  Christ's  birth,  wrote 
about  his  own  burden  for  being 
useful  in  God's  service  as  he 
wanted  to  rebuild  Jerusalem.  We 
can  learn  from  N^emiah  ways 
that  we,  tcx),  can  be  useful  in 
God's  kingdom  work. 

I.  Assess  the  Situation  (Ne 
1:2-3). 

Nehemiah  exhibited  useful¬ 
ness  to  God  because  he  pos¬ 
sessed  a  genuine  concern  for 
God's  peope.  The  historical  con¬ 
text  is  most  likely  cuxtund  445  BC, 
during  the  twentieth  year  of 
Artaxerxes  I,  king  of  Persia.  The 
report  given  to  Nehemiah  by  his 
brother,  Hanani,  was  troubling. 
Whatever  rebuilding  efforts  that 
had  cxxnirred  in  Jerusalem  »nce 


die  Babylonian  cap>tivity 
over  a  century  earlier 
had  been  destroyed, 
causing  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  ridden  with 
shame.  Nehemiah  was 
interested  in  the  welfare 
of  God's  people,  as  he 
wanted  totoow  precise¬ 
ly  how  they  were  doing 
in  Jerusalem.  Useful  ser¬ 
vants  are  those  who  care¬ 
fully  weigji  the  situations  con¬ 
fronting  Qxl's  people. 

II.  Confess  Sin  (Ne  1:4-7). 

Upon  evaluating  the  circum¬ 
stances,  Nehemiah  was  moved  to 
tears,  which  led  him  to  prayer. 
After  focusing  his  prayer  on  the 
awesome  nature  of  God, 
Nehemiah  petitioned  God  to 
hear  his  confession  of  sins,  his 
own  transgressions  as  well  as 
those  of  his  people.  Nehemiah's 
inclusion  of  his  own  sins  into  his 
confessional  prayer  was  signifi¬ 
cant,  as  it  identified  him  with  the 

jle  he  intended  to  lead, 
eaders  who  acknowledge  their 
own  failures  more  readily  identi¬ 
fy  with  those  whom  they  lead. 

III.  Petition  God  (Ne  1:10-11). 

Nehemiah  called  upon  Ckxl  to 


act  redemptively  toward  Judah 
as  He  had  in  Israel's  past. 
Nehemiah's  prayer  referred  to 
God's  act  in  delivering  Israel 
from  Egyptian  bondage.  The 
bold  request  made  by  N9\emiah 
in  verse  11  indicates  that  the 
prophet  was  ready  to  approach 
the  king  following  a  season  of 
prayer.  He  requested  that  God 
move  King  Ar^erxes  to  act'on 
bdialf  of  God's  people,  a  work 
that  no  human  coulcr  accomplish 
on  his  own.  Nehemiah  under¬ 
stood  that  prayer  precedes 
actiorv  (jod's  people  would  do 
well  to  practice  the  same  lifestyle. 

IV.  Enlist  Support  (Ne  2:4-8). 

Nehemiah  walked  so  closely 
with  God  that  he  was  able  to 
pray  a  quick  prayer  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  kmg  then  make  his 
request.  Because  of  his  constant 
communion  with  God, 
Nehemiah  knew  exactly  what 
was  needed  to  accomplish  his 

&lans.  Moreover,  Nehemiah 
elieved  that  God  would  move 
the  king  to  grant  his  request, 
and  Nenemiah  was  willing  to 
accept  whatever  the  lung 
offered  as  being  provided  by 
God.  Useful  servants  depend 
upon  God  to  meet  their  needs. 


even  when  He  chooses  to  do  so 
through  other  human  beings. 


V.  Encourage  Others  (Ne 
2:17-18). 

At  just  the  right  time, 
Nehemi^  presented  his  plan  to 
the  people.  He  used  four  incen¬ 
tives  to  motivate  them  to  get 
involved  in  the  rebuilding  prcx^ 
1.  He  identified  with  foe  people;  2. 
He  emphasized  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation;  3.  He  committed 
himself  to  taldng  definitive  action; 
and  4.  He  gave  a  personal  testi¬ 
mony  of  Ckxl's  grace  to  help  con¬ 
vince  foe  people  that  God  would 
assist  them.  Useful  servants  eager¬ 
ly  encourage  others  by  inspiring 
trust  in  God  and  challenging  per¬ 
sons  to  faith  and  action. 

Despite  the  unfavorable  cir¬ 
cumstances  confronting  God's 
people,  one  leader,  Nenemiah, 
maae  a  difference  in  a  time  of 
crisis.  He  was  useful  to  God  in 
numerous  ways.  By  following 
his  example,  Christians  can 
also  be  more  useful  in  serving 
the  Lord.  As  Thomas  the  tank 
engine  says,  "Little  engines 
can  do  big  things!" 


Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 
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All  news  items  are  subj^to  editing,  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographbm^  depict  people.  No  iand^ 
scape-,  buTOihg-,  or  objec^nfy  pho-^ 
.^tographk  wiltbe  printed.  N»vs  items  andif&f 
photMpphs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline'for  submitting  news  is  one 
wew  prior  to  requested  pubitcatiod  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  cbie-sasilivB  will  be 
published  on  a  space>aNai|abla. 
to  return  photograpi 
may  by  a  seif-addressea 


Explore  the  Bible 

Go  the  Distance 

2  Kings  13 


Canawa\ 


I  am  looking  forward  to  the 
summer  CMympics.  Hundreds  of 
afoletes  of  many  nationalities 
and  abilities  will  be  competing 
with  one  common  goal:  to  go  foe 
distance  regardless  of  the  cost 
and  the  pain.  To  do  this  requires 
determination  and  commitment. 
Ck)d  wants  us  to  approach  our 
spiritual  walk  in  foe  same  way 
and  with  foe  same  goal.  We  fall 
short  ^iritually  because  we  for¬ 
get  that  it  requires  whole-heart- 
ra  (xmsisteni^  and  persistence 
to  go  the  distaiKe. 

SnRiTUAL  Shortcomings  (2 
Kings  13:4-6) 

In  the  northern  kingdom  of 
Israel,  Jehoahaz,  the  son  of 
Jehu,  was  the  new  king.  He 
continued  in  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam  I  who  had  estab¬ 
lished  illegitimate  worship 
sites  with  gmden  calves  at  Dan 


and  Bethel.  Israel  had 

a  problem  with  divid- _ 

ed  loyalties.  They  were  'vammrn 
God's  chosen  people,  Carr 
but  they  did  not  wor- 
sl^  Him  alone.  Because  of  this, 
"The  Lord's  anger  burned 
against  Israel." 

God's  anger  is  not  an  explo¬ 
sive  response  like  hvunan  tem¬ 
per.  It  is  a  measured  righteous 
judgment  against  sin.  The 
deeper  Israel  went  in  sin,  the 
more  severely  CJod  chastised 
them.  Israel  suffered  continued 
defeat  at  the  hand  of  Hcizael  of 
Aram  until  his  troops  overran 
Israel.  But  (jod's  punishment  is 
redemptive,  and  Jehoahaz 
finally  sought  the  Lord's  favor. 
Everthing  about  God's  gra¬ 
cious  nature  is  revealed  in  four 
little  words,  "the  Lord  heard 
him."  The  Lord  of  mercy  and 
compassion,  instead  of  raving 
them  what  they  deserved,  sent 
an  unnamed  deliverer  for 


Carraway 


Israel.  Even  though 
they  knew  that  God 
had  delivered  them 
from  Aram,  Israel  still 
did  not  turn  away  from 
the  sins  of  Jereboam, 
and  foe  Asherah  pole, 
used  for  Baal  worship, 
remained  in  Samaria. 

_  When  God  answers 

our  prayers  in  distress, 
do  we  breathe  a  sigh  of 
relief  and  go  right  back 
to  the  very  way  of  life  that 
caused  the  problem  in  the  first 
place?  Believers  who  exeri- 
ence  God's  blessings  through 
answered  prayer  should  serve 
him  with  all  their  hearts  and 
with  changed  lives. 

Persistent  Service  (2  Kings 
13:14-17)  „ 

Many  years  had  passed 
since  Elisha  had  Jehu  anointed 
king.  Now  terminally  ill,  he 
continued  to  be  faithful  to  his 
task — calling  Israel  back  to 
Yahweh  and  stemming  the  tide 
of  apostasy.  Jehoash,  son  of 
Jehonaz,  was  now  king.  Like 
his  father,  he  failed  to  rid  the 
land  of  idolatry.  With  his  king¬ 
dom  still  under  the  oppression 
of  the  Arameans,  he  also 


sought  help  from  foe  Lord. 

^oash  went  to  see  foe  ailing 
prophet.  Addressing  him  as 
^'my  father"  indicated  the 
respect  he  felt  for  him  and 
reflected  his  grief.  Just  as  Elisha 
had  done  earlier  with  Elijah,  foe 
king  described  Elisha  as  "foe 
chariots  and  horsemen  of  Israel." 
He  had  been  foe  true  strength 
and  protective  influence  of 
Israel.  Though  he  was  old  and 
dying,  Elisha  did  not  desert  his 
responsibility  as  foe  Lord's 
prophet.  Using  symbolism 
rather  than  words,  he  instructed 
the  king  to  get  a  bow  and  arrows. 
Elisha  put  his  own  hands  on 
Jehoash's  hands  to  symbolize 
that  foe  power  foe  king  would 
exert  came  from  the  Lord 
forough  his  prophet.  Jehoash 
would  fight  foe  battle,  but  God 
would  control  foe  outcome. 

Then  Elisha  directed  Jehoash 
to  shoot  the  arrow  forough  foe 
east  window  toward  Aram. 
Elisha  proclaimed  a  full  victory 
over  foe  Arameans  at  Aphek. 
Even  seriously  iU,  Elisha  contin¬ 
ued  to  serve  (jod.  Regardless  of 
foe  condition  belie\'ers  are  in  or 
the  degree  of  suffering  we  experi¬ 
ence,  we  should  continue  to 
serve  Ckxl  as  we  are  able. 


Limited  Success  (2  Kings 
13:18-19,  24-25) 

"Until  you  have  put  an  end 
to  ihem"^  (vs.  17)  expressed 
God^  desire  to  have  Aram's 
hold  on  Israel  broken  complete¬ 
ly.  Directed  by  Elisha  to  strike 
the  groimd  with  foe  remaining 
arrows,  Jehoash  showed  less 
than  enthusiastic  acceptance  of 
God's  promise.  His  striking  the 
ground  only  three  times  mdi- 
cated  half-hearted  obedience. 

Elisha's  anger  at  Jdxiash  was 
neither  petty  nor  unf^.  The  king 
failed  to  trust  Ckxl  to  give  him  as 
many  victories  as  he  had  arrows. 
Peih^  Jehoash  could  not  believe 
that  (Jod  would  do  as  much  for 
him  as  Elisha  implied.  Limited 
obedience  brought  limited  victory. 
Ckxl  would  have  allowed  foe  king 
victories  resulting  in  Aram's  com¬ 
plete  destruction.  As  it  was,  he 
was  allowed  only  foree  victories. 

God  gives  us  as  much  as  we 
have  faith  to  grasp.  We,  not 
God,  limit  ourselves  to  moder¬ 
ate  effectiveness  instead  of 
accomplishing  all  that  God 
would  have  us  do.  Maybe  we 
need  to  count  our  arrows. 

Carraway  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 
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Marriage  and 


riage  needs  to  be  added  to  the  no  direction  and  no  restraints. 


ms  What  is  next?  Pedophilia, 
the  incestual  relationships, 
es.  polygamy,  and  other  types  of 
om  perversion*  are  pounding  at 
ive  the  door  waiting  for  their 
the  turn  to  come  in  with  the 
do  blessings  of  the  American 
people  and  its  judiciary. 
Speaking  against 
homosexuality  and  sex* 
ual  perversions  will  be 
.  criminalized  as  it  is  in 

^  Canada.  The  Bible  will 

\  be  seen  as  a  "hate 

1  book"  instead  of  the 

1  "good  book"  with  news 

I  of  eternal  life. 

I  I  Samuel  2:30  warns  " 

I  ...  Those  who  honor  me 

1  1  will  honor,  but  those 

^  who  despise  me  will  be 

I  \  disdained."  It  is  not  too 


Memories 


Constitution.  "This  issue  is  Relativism  was  alive  and  well 
remiruacent  of  the  battle  over  then,  even  as  it  is 

_  abortion"  Bama  continued,  now,  but 

"Millions  of  adults  say  they  remember, 
sone  would  never  get  an  abortion,  God  didn't  #  ,  ■ 

rhis  they  would  not  want  their  approve  of 

■  children  to  have  an  it  then  nor 
abortion,  and  they  does  He 

believe  that  abortion  now.  The  f 

is  morally  wrong  —  conse-  • 
but  that  the  decision  q  u  e  n  c  e  s 
ought  to  be  left  up  to  were  not 

pleasant  for 

Israel  nor  will  ^ 

they  be  for  America.  f 

God  was  sovereign  then  I 

even  as  He  is  now,  and  as  I 


By  Dr.  Jimmy  Porter 


how  the  flavor  stays. 

These  are  the  dreams 
you'll  savor.  With  His 
blessing  from  above. 

Serve  it  generously  wil 
One  man,  one  wife,  O 
throughout  life.  Memories  are 
made  of  this.  Memories  are 
made  of  this." 

The  fact  is  that  America  is  on 
the  brink  of  making  marriage 
defined  as  one  man,  one  woman 
a  memory.  It  appears  America 
has  a  chronic  case  of  apathy 
according  to  a  recent  study 
released  by  "The  Bama  Group.'' 

A  recent  samplir^of  1,618 
adults  revealed  that  ^/o  of  vot¬ 
ing-age  citizens  have  never 
heard  of  the  Federal  Marriage 
Amendment  which  defines 

marriage  as  the  union  of  one  legally  because  they  do^con< 
man  — 

woman 


Porter 


id  that  mar-  every  toi^e  will  con- 
ityle  choices  fess  that  ffe  is  Lord  of  all. 
<ual  marriage  You  and  1  have 

,  the  hands  of  watched  the  Supreme 
This  is  clas'  Court  and  other 
a  philosophy  unelected  federal 

he  nation  by  judges  "legislate"  God 
:  quarter  cen-  out  of  our  uves  and  our 
restructuring  society.  Our  courts  and 
)f  American  our  legislatiu'es  are 
nsequence  is  often  opened  with 
^  ^  ,  e  are  person-  prayer  and  we  say  Ae 

ally  opposed  to  such  behavior  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to 
of  the  Feder^  Marmge  but  feel  compelled  to  allow  the  flag  quoting  the  i 

—.1  ..I — I.  1^11 — I  that^ ^behavior  to  take  place  "One  nation  under  Goc 

God  we  trust"  is  our  ru 


ihrase  what  we  feel  is  right  in  f  lin 

.''  "In  our  own  eyes  because  we  •  wii 

tional  answer  to  ourselves  and  sup 

it  is  not  to  Him  and  His  word.  man 

i  our  Religion  in  America  has  ment. 

get  played  a  significant  role  in  our  done  yoi; 

ally  moral  decline.  Have  we  sung  not,  do  it  toda) 
m  we  "God  is  so  good"  so  many  Hmp«  Hill  switchboai 
lering  that  we  have  foigotten  mat  He  (202)  224-3121 
of  hates  sin  and  will  deal  harshly  3121.  E-mail  ad 
I  the  witti  it?  Yes,  "we  are  a  part  of  found  at  www.a 
D  u  r  the  family  of  God,"  but  mere  is  www.hou8e.gov. 
rloses  a  certain  type  of  behavior  he  America  is 
to  the  expects  from  dioee  of  us  who  close  to  makin] 
"May  claim  to  be  His  family.  Have  we  one  wife,  one 
bless  not  trivialized  God/  Is  He  a 
It  good-hick  diarm  to  whom  we 
is  all  run  when  we  find  ourselves  or 
1  that  our  country  in  a  crisis? 
nne  a  Unless  America  wakes  up 
both  and  stops  the  attack  on  the 
and  famil 


and  one 
When 
the  amendment 
was  explained  to 
them,  46% 
favored  the 
amendment 
while  44% 
opposed  it  and 
the  remaining 
10%  had  no  opin¬ 
ion.  The  survey 
revealed  that  the 
adults  who  most 
likely  will  vote  in 
November 
favored  the 
amendment  by  a 
comfortable  mar¬ 
gin,  52%  to  43%. 
The  Question  is 
will  tne  margin 
be  enough  to  per¬ 
suade  two-thmls 
of  the  members 
in  each  house  of 
the  congress  to 


more  grief  lies  ahead,  have  the  heart  for  it? 


at  the  feet  of  our 
congressional 
members  and 
judges  only. 
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WCC  students,  faculty  perform  in  Africa 


By  JeaniM  Graves 


lim  Matheny  and  Suuuion  Robert  of  the 
V\rilUain  Carey  College  (WCC)  ^eatre 


they  shared  Southern  culture,  humor,  and 
the  Gospel  with  British,  African,  and  Indian 
people  who  visited  the  Brackeidiurst 
raptist  Center  diere. 

Participants  from  Carey  included 
Matheny,  chair  of  the  department  of  the¬ 
atre  and  communication;  Robert,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  theatre  and  technical 
director;  ^ward  Keever,  professor  of 
music;  Chus  Lovely,  a  2002  ^aduate  in 
church  mu8ic;  Michael  Roderick,  a  2003 

Saduate  in  piano  performance;  Alyssa 
urst,  a  1998  graduate  in  religion;  James 
Stewart,  a  2004  graduate  in  tneatre;  and 
Sara  Keever,  a  WCC  English  student. 

The  seven  WCC  missicm  volunteers  per¬ 
formed  the  musical  ccnnedy.  Smoke  on  Ok 
Mountain.  'The  audience  response  was  very 


positive,"  said  Keever.  "Sonne  of  them  were 
actually  familiar  widi  the  style  of  musk." 

Set  m  a  rural  Nordt  Carolina  church  in 
1938,  Smoke  on  the  Mountain  is  a  musi¬ 
cal  comedy  about  a  traveling  fannily  of 
singers  who  arrive  late  to  their  perfor¬ 
mance  due  to  an  accident  at  the  local 
pickle  plant.  The  show  incorporates  blue- 
grass,  Gospel,  and  country  music. 

'We  have  got  good  reacticms  from 
the  show  and  lots  of  laug^,"  said 
Hiust.  "The  show  really  presents  the 


The  team  worked  with  John  and 
Amy  McKelvey,  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  in  Kenya,  who  serve  as 
directors  of  Brackennurst.  Amy  com- 

Eleted  her  master's  degree  in  educa- 
on  at  Carey  in  2001.  ^e  is  the  sister 
of  Cheryl  Maqueda,  WCC  instructor 
of  Spanish.  Hurst  is  Amy  and 
Chem's  sister  and  is  employed  at 
Brackenhurst  with  sister  Amy. 

"International  missions  are  very 
important,"  said  Mathmy.  'T  have  done 
a  number  of  mission  protects  with  the 
support  of  the  Norm  American 
Mission  Board  and  the  lessons  I 
learned  from  diose  trips  are  invaluable. 

"I  don't  want  to  dimiiush  the 
amazing  and  important  work  being 
done  in  the  l^ted  Stat»,  but  I  believe  that 
it  is  important  for  believers  in  America  to 
experience  the  work  being  done  aroimd  the 
world.  The  Great  Comn^ion  calls  us  to 
share  the  good  news  with  'all  the  nations.'" 

WCC  is  a  four-year  liberal  arts  institu¬ 
tion  based  in  Hattiesburg,  affiliated  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and 
supported  ^  gifts  to  th^  Mississippi 
Coc^rative  Program.  ' 

During  ffie  vi^  to  Kenya,  tt>e  WCC  group 
visited  a  workii^  tea  plantation,  joined  a 
safari,  aiKl  visitedorohanages  including  oive 
designated  for  children  wfth  AIDS/tuV  or 
orphairs  of  parents  who  died  of  AIDS.  The 
Carey  volunteers  spent  time  wiffi  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  deliveredr  toys  and  Iwgiene  prod¬ 
ucts  collected  before  tf^y  left  Nussissippi. 


"I  was  very  impressed  by  the  people," 
said  Keever.  *The  average  person  is  very 
poor,  but  well  informed.  Most  are  trilin¬ 
gual  with  a  good  understanding  of 
world  politics.  Kenya  is  a  very  beautiful 
country.  Wealth  and  poverty  are  super- 
impost  and  inseparable.  My  favorite 
experience  was  seeing  a  baptism  by  a 
local  Kenyan  congregation  at  a  pond  fust 
below  the  Brackeimurst  Center.'' 

"The  work  we  did  in  the  orphanages 
was  my  favorite  part  of  the  trip,"  said 
Matheny.  "It  is  a  bittersweet  moment  to 
play  with  those  children.  One  little  boy 
was  so  much  fun.  He  played  with  sever¬ 
al  of  the  guys  and  finally  latched  onto 
me.  The  two  of  us  played  for  most  of  the 
time  I  was  there  and  occasionally  he 
would  say  'baba.'" 

Thinking  the  child  was  asking  for  a 
baby  bottle,  Matheny  asked  one  of  the 
workers  what  the  child  was  saying.  "She 
said  that  he  was  calling  me  father,"  said 
Matheny.  "It  broke  my  heart  that  this  lit¬ 
tle  boy  was  starving  for  some  male  fig¬ 
ure  to  call  his  own.' 

This  mission  trip  came  out  of  a  "seed 
planting"  trip  to  Kenya  in  the  summer  of 
Z002  by  Robert,  Matheny,  Stewart,  and 
other  Carey  students.  During  the  2002 
trip,  Car^  faculty  and  students  per¬ 
formed  a  9/11  memorial  program  which 
included  dance,  song,  readmgs,  and  a 
Broadway  style  performance. 

Based  on  the^opularity  of  those  per¬ 
formances,  the  Brackenhurst  staff  aslced 
the  Carey  people  to  return  with  a  musi¬ 
cal.  "We  were  asked  to  come  back  this 
Christmas  to  do  another  show,"  said 
Matheny.  "We  would  like  to  make  this  an 
on  going  relationship  with  Brackenhurst. 
When  we  go  to  do  a  good  work  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord,  we  also  are  moved 
and  affected. 

"Our  God  will  not  be  silent  to  an  open 
heart  that  simply  says,  'Here  I  am,  send  me.'" 

Graves  is  WCC  administrative  assistant  for 
communications  and  public  relations. 


IN  AFRICA  —  William 
Carey  College  (WCQ  mission 
volunteers  (front  row  left  to 
right)  Chris  Lovely,  James 
Stewart,  Tim  Matheny,  Sara 
Kennedy,  Michael  Rcderick, 
Shannon  Robert,  and  Howard 
Keever  pose  with  Brackenhurst 
Baptist  Center  employee  and 
WCC  alumna  Alyssa  Hurst  and 
several  Massai  warriors  who 
serve  the  Kenyan  center  as 
security  guards.  (BR  special 
photo  by  Tim  Matheny) 


Crossover  Indianapolis  nets  over  1,900  decisions 


HNAUV  AmOtfMBU  HEALTH 
INSUKANCX  for  the  Mif  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3402.  Provided  by  Mega 


condo*,  www.9jlMioie>cond«XDm.  All 
size*  SUMMER  SPECIAL.  Two  night 
weekend,  $195.00,  4  wcekni^ 

$370XX).  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kkJs) 


ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 
605-2970. 


Christian  owned  home  imptowmerls,  vinyl 
siding,  %vinddws,  metal  roofs,  petio  coven, 
sown^lais  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (000) 
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foil  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park¬ 
way,  $65  nlli.  Call  for  information  at 
(251)  666-2175,  cell  phone*  (251)  689- 

9982  or  pd)w^ivoridtiet.a(tnet. _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Cali  toU-hee  today  (800) 


INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  —  A 

gear  of  plaiming  and  praying 
y  Indiana  Souffiem  Baptists 
combined  with  volimteer  sup¬ 
port  from  across  die  coimtry 
resulted  in  1,932  professions  of 
faith  during  Crossover  Indiana, 
an  evai^eustic  blitz  accompa¬ 
nying  die  mid-June  Soudiem 

'  Classified  Ads 

880-2305.  We  can  Helpl  Major 
Medical  Hospital  &  surgical  plan. 
Oocton  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  low 
rates.  Have  current  Health  problems? 
We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurarvce. 
NORTH  PUlASn  MPTIST  Association  is 
accepting  resumes  for  anociational  mis¬ 
sion^.  NPBA  Is  an  utban^ral  association 
whose  vision  is  to  imrolve  churches  in  direct 
mission  projects  and  to  develop  kingdom 
loadenhip.  Interested  persons  should  send  a 
resume  by  August  15  to  NP8A,  251  Indian 


Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  in  Indianapolis. 

John  Rogers,  director  of 
evangelism  and  prayer  with  the 
State  Convention  of  Baptists  in 
Indiana,  said  die  proferaions  of 
faith  were  recorded  throu^ 
revival  crusades,  evangelisBc 
block  parties,  prayerwalking. 


church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbu^ackson,  (677)  477-1899. 
NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  FEWS, 
and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call 

(225)  261-5639.  _ _ 

SPORT  COURT  MUIIIFURPOSE(foorir«. 
One  floor,  all  events:  Athletics,  social  func¬ 
tions,  services.  Sport  Court  flporing  is  safe 
and  durable.  Call  today  for  Miss,  dealer 


MINISTER.  Send  resume  with  photo  to 
First  Baptist  Church,  14(X)  Nolan  Trace, 


Please  send  resume  and  letters  of  refer- 
erKe  to  LMngMon  First  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  minister  of  music  search  commhtee, 
P.O.  Bok  2150,  Uvlngston,  AL  35470. 
OLD  UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Shannon.  Miu.,  ha*  for  ule  one  pulpit 
podium,  two  pulpit  chairs,  one  8  ft. 
pew  and  twenty  four  1 2  ft  pews.  All  for 
$2,800  or  best  offer.  Call  (662)  566- 
8327  for  more  information. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
MIm.,  phone  (60lT  776-6617. 


Street  evangelism,  door-to-door 
spiritual  opinion  surveys  and 
other  initiatives. 

"Only  heaven  will  reveal  how  • 
many  more  will  get  saje^out  of 
Crossover  because  of  qfWden 
diese  new  Christians  h^e  to  see 
their  himily  and  friends  come  to 
Christ,"  Rc^gers  said. 

More  d^  120  of  Indiana's 
430  Southern  Baptist  churches 
and  missions  participated  in 
the  Crossover  effort,  which 
included  70  evangelistic  block 
parties  and  9/  weekend 
revivals  statewide.  And  nearly 
1/)00  volunteers  —  about  half 
from  out  of  state  —  joined  the 
Crossover  outreach  conducted 
largely  on  June  12. 

Koc^  said  80  professions 
of  faim  were  recorded  during 
the  weekend  revivals  held 
across  die  state  before  and  fol- 
lowirw  the  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  Aoout  50  Florida  pastors 
and  evangelists  led  the  revivals 
as  part  tn  the  Florida  Baptist 
Convention's  ongoing  parmer- 
ship  with  Indiana  Bapmts. 

Jon  Beck,  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  locatM  about  an  hour 
south  of  Indianapolis  in  North 
Vernon,  said  the  Crossover 
efforts  have  brought  a  renewed 


Thb  BAPnsT  Rboord* 


sense  of  purpose  to  his  congre- 

gation  or  nearly  300  people  — 
ie  only  SBC  church  m  a  coim- 
ty  of  20,000  residents. 

About  20  people  from  Beck's 
churdi  volunteered  at  two  innei^ 
dty  blockparties  in  Indianapolis 
on  June  ll  Since  then.  Beck  has 
baptized  about  20  new 
Quistians  at  Bethel  Church. 

"[Crossover]  was  the  first 
time  some  people  in  our  church 
had  done  mirustry  outside  the 
tour  walls  of  our  church  outside 
our  community,"  die  pastor  said. 

Rogers  said  he  is  hopeful  that 
ongoing  follow-up  efforts  by 
Indiana  churches  with 

prospects  and  new  believers 
will  result  in  record  baptisms  tor 
the  state  in  2004-05.  "Some 
plant,  some  water,  but  it's  God 
who  gives  die  increase,"  he  said. 

An  estimated  70%  of 
Indiana's  6.2  million  people 
don't  profess  to  be  Chratians 
while  Southern  Baptists  across 
die  state  number  nearly  100,000. 

Rogers  said  a  number  of  eth¬ 
nic  churches  were  bdstered  by 
die  Crossover  outreach.  At  a 
bl(x:k  party  and  revival  crusade 
in  a  Hiqianic  nei^iboshood  in 
Seymour,  tor  exan^le,  75  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  were  recorded. 
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